
 
 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

The Global Administrative Unit Layers 

What is new in GAUL 2015 
 

  

Statistics Division (ESS) - Economic and Social Development Department 



What is new in GAUL 2015 

1 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
UPDATES ON HISTORICAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS ................................................................................................ 2 

LOWER LEVELS ...................................................................................................................................................... 11 

COASTLINE ............................................................................................................................................................ 13 

GAUL DATA PROVIDERS ........................................................................................................................................ 16 

MORE INFORMATION ........................................................................................................................................... 18 

 



What is new in GAUL 2015 

2 
 

UPDATES ON HISTORICAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS 

TERRITORY NAME LEVEL 0 LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LOWEL LEVELS 

Abyei 2011-to now 2011-to now 2011-to now   

Afghanistan   
before-1994 

1995-2003 
2004-to now 

before-2003 
2004-2007 

2008-to now 
  

Aksai Chin         

Albania         

Algeria         

American Samoa         

Andorra         

Angola         

Anguilla         

Antarctica         

Antigua and Barbuda         

Argentina     

before-1991 
1992-1992 
1993-1993 
1994-1994 
1995-2009 

2010-to now 

  

Armenia         

Aruba         

Arunachal Pradesh         

Ashmore and Cartier Islands         

Australia     
before-2010 

2011-to now  
  

Austria         

Azerbaijan     
before-1990 

1991-2003 
2004-to now 

  

Azores Islands         

Bahamas         

Bahrain         

Baker Island         

Bangladesh   

before-1992 
1993-1997 
1998-2009 

2010-to now 

  
L3: before-2010 

2011-to now 

Barbados         

Bassas da India         

Belarus         

Belgium     
before-1994 
1995-to now 

  

Belize         

Benin   
before-1998 
1999-to now 

    

Bermuda         

Bhutan   
before-1991 
1992-to now 

before-2004 
2005-to now 
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Bird Island         

Bolivia         

Bosnia and Herzegovina         

Botswana         

Bouvet Island         

Brazil         

British Indian Ocean Territory         

British Virgin Islands         

Brunei Darussalam     
before-2000 
2001-to now 

  

Bulgaria         

Burkina Faso   
before-2000 
2001-to now 

before-2000 
2001-to now 

  

Burundi   
before-1990 

1991-1997 
1998-to now 

before-2003 
2004-to now 

  

Cambodia   
before-1994 

1995-1996 
1997-to now 

before-1999 
2000-to now 

  

Cameroon     
before-1994 

1995-1997 
1998-to now 

  

Canada
 NEW

   
before-1998 
1999-to now 

before-2007 
2008-2010 
2011-2011 

2011-to now 

  

Cape Verde         

Cayman Islands         

Central African Republic     
before-2002 
2003-to now 

  

Chad   
before-1999 
2000-to now 

before-1999 
2000-to now 

  

Chile   
before-2006 
2007-to now 

before-1990 
1991-2006 

2007-to now 
  

China Code       

China/India         

Christmas Island         

Clipperton Island         

Cocos (Keeling) Islands         

Colombia         

Comoros         

Congo
 NEW

   

before-1994 
1995-2001 
2002-2002 
2003-2010 

2011-to now 

before-2010 
2011-to now 

  

Cook Islands         

Costa Rica         

Côte d'Ivoire   

before-1990 
1991-1996 
1997-1999 
2000-2000 
2001-2011 

before-1990 
1991-1997 
1998-2005 

2006-to now 

L3: before-2011 
2012- to now 
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2012 to now 

Croatia         

Cuba         

Cyprus         

Czech Republic         

Dem People's Rep of Korea         

Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 

  
before-1996 
1997-to now 

before-2002 
2003-to now 

  

Denmark     
before-2002 
2003-to now 

  

Djibouti         

Dominica         

Dominican Republic         

Ecuador   
before-1997 

1998-2006 
2007-to now 

before-1991, 
1992-1996 
1997-2000 
2001-2004 

2005-to now 

L3: before-2008,  
2009- 2009 
2010-2010 
2011-2011 

2012-to now 

Egypt   
before-2008 
2009-to now 

    

El Salvador         

Equatorial Guinea         

Eritrea         

Estonia     

before-2001 
2002-2004 
2005-2008 

2009-to now  

  

Ethiopia   
before-1993 

1994-1997 
1998-to now 

before-2006, 
2007-to now 

L3: before-2006, 
2007-to now 

Europa Island         

Falkland Islands (Malvinas)         

Faroe Islands         

Fiji         

Finland         

France         

French Guiana         

French Polynesia         

French Southern and Antarctic 
Territories 

        

Gabon         

Gambia   
before-2002 
2003-to now 

    

Gaza Strip         

Georgia         

Germany     
before-2003 

2004-2004 
2005-to now 

  

Ghana
 NEW

     

before-2002 
2003-2006 
2007-2011 

2012-to now  

 

Gibraltar         
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Glorioso Island         

Greece         

Greenland         

Grenada         

Guadeloupe         

Guam         

Guatemala     
before-2004 

2005-2007 
2008 to now 

  

Guernsey         

Guinea   
before-1995 
1996-to now 

before-1990 
1991-to now 

  

Guinea-Bissau   
before-1990 
1991-to now 

before-2003 
2004-2006 

2007-to now 
  

Guyana         

Haiti   
before-2002 
2003-to now 

before-2002 
2003-to now 

L3: before-2010 
2011-2012 

2013-to now 
L4: before-2010 

2011-to now 

Hala'ib triangle         

Heard Island and McDonald 
Islands 

        

Holy See         

Honduras         

Hong Kong         

Howland Island         

Hungary         

Iceland         

Ilemi triangle         

India   
before-2000 
2001-to now 

before-1990 
1991-1991 
1992-1992 
1993-1993 
1994-1994 
1995-1995 
1996-1996 
1997-1997 
1998-1998 
1999-1999 
2000-2000 
2001-2001 
2002-2003 

2004-to now 

  

Indonesia   

before-1999 
2000-2000 
2001-2002 
2003-2004 

2005-to now 

before-1998 
1999-2000 
2001-2001 
2002-2002 
2003-2003 

2004-to now 

  

Iran (Islamic Republic of)         

Iraq     
before-1999 

2000-2006 
2007-to now 
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Ireland         

Isle of Man         

Israel         

Italy     
before-1991 

1992-1995 
1996-to now 

L3: before-1990 
1991-1991 
1992-1992 
1993-1995 
1996-1998 

1999-to now 

Jamaica         

Jammu and Kashmir         

Japan         

Jarvis Island         

Jersey         

Johnston Atoll         

Jordan   
before-1995 
1996-to now 

before-2000, 
2001-to now 

  

Juan de Nova Island         

Kazakhstan         

Kenya     

before-1993 
1994-1994 
1995-1995 
1996-1997 
1998-1998 
1999-2000 
2001-2002 

2003-to now 

  

Kingman Reef         

Kiribati         

Kuril islands         

Kuwait         

Kyrgyzstan   
before-1998, 

1999-1999 
2000-to now 

    

Lao People's Democratic Republic   

before-1994 
1995-2004 
2005-2005 

2006-to now 

before-2004 
2005-2005 

2006-to now 
  

Latvia         

Lebanon   
before-1992 
1993-to now 

before-1996 
1997-to now 

  

Lesotho         

Liberia   
before-1999 

2000-2000 
2001-to now 

before-2007 
2008-to now 

  

Libya         

Liechtenstein         

Lithuania         

Luxembourg         

Macau         

Madagascar   
before-2006 
2007-to now 

before-2003 
2004-2006 

2007-to now 
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Madeira Islands         

Malawi     
before-2001 
2002-to now 

  

Malaysia         

Maldives         

Mali   
before-1990 
1991-to now 

    

Malta         

Marshall Islands         

Martinique         

Ma'tan al-Sarra         

Mauritania     
before-2009 

2010- to now 
  

Mauritius         

Mayotte         

Mexico         

Micronesia (Federated States of)         

Midway Island         

Moldova, Republic of         

Monaco         

Mongolia   
before-1995 
1996-to now 

before-2010 
2011-to now 

  

Montenegro 2006-to now 2006-to now     

Montserrat         

Morocco   
before-1996 
1997-to now 

before-1996 
1997-to now 

  

Mozambique   
before-2012 
2013-to now 

before-2012 
2013-to now 

  

Myanmar         

Namibia     
before-2001 
2002-to now 

  

Nauru         

Navassa Island         

Nepal         

Netherlands         

Netherlands Antilles         

New Caledonia         

New Zealand         

Nicaragua         

Niger         

Nigeria
 NEW

   
before-1996 
1997-to now 

before-1998 
1999-to now  

  

Niue         

Norfolk Island         

Northern Mariana Islands         

Norway         

Oman         

Pakistan     
before-1990 
1991-to now 

  

Palau         
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Palmyra Atoll         

Panama   
before-1996 

1997-1997 
1998-to now 

before-1995 
1996-1999 
2000-2011 

2012-to now 

  

Papua New Guinea         

Paracel Islands         

Paraguay         

Peru     

before-1993 
1994-1994 
1995-2004 

2005-to now 

  

Philippines   

before-1994 
1995-2000 
2001-2001 

2002-to now 

before-1991 
1992-1997 
1998-2000 
2001-2005 

2006-to now 

  

Pitcairn         

Poland         

Portugal         

Puerto Rico         

Qatar         

Republic of Korea         

Réunion         

Romania         

Russian Federation         

Rwanda   
before-2005 
2006-to now 

before-2005 
2006-to now 

  

Saint Helena         

Saint Kitts and Nevis         

Saint Lucia         

Saint Pierre et Miquelon         

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines         

Samoa         

San Marino         

Sao Tome and Principe         

Saudi Arabia         

Scarborough Reef         

Senegal   
before-2001 

2002-2007 
2008-to now 

before-2001 
2002-2005 
2006-2007 

2008-to now 

  

Senkaku Islands         

Serbia 2006-to now 2006-to now     

Serbia and Montenegro before-2005 before-2005     

Seychelles         

Sierra Leone     
before-2010 

2011- to now 
  

Singapore         

Slovakia         

Slovenia         
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Solomon Islands         

Somalia         

South Africa   
before-1993 

1994-2004 
2005-to now 

before-2004 
2005-to now 

  

South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands 

        

South Sudan 2011-to now       

Spain       

L3: before-1990 
1991-1991 
1992-1995 
1996-1996 
1997-1997 
1998-1998 
1999-1999 
2000-2000 

2001-to now 

Spratly Islands         

Sri Lanka         

Sudan 
before-2010 
2011-to now 

before-1990 
1991-1993 
1994-2005 
2006-2010 

2011-to now 

before-2005 
2006-2010 

2011-to now 
  

Suriname         

Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands         

Swaziland         

Sweden         

Switzerland         

Syrian Arab Republic         

Taiwan Code       

Tajikistan         

Thailand   
before-1993 
1994-to now 

    

The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

        

Timor-Leste     
before-2003 
2004-to now 

L3: before-2003 
2004-to now 

Togo     
before-1994 
1995-to now 

  

Tokelau         

Tonga         

Trinidad and Tobago         

Tromelin Island         

Tunisia         

Turkey         

Turkmenistan         

Turks and Caicos islands         

Tuvalu         

U.K. of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

        

Uganda   
before-2004 

2005-2005 
2006-2008 
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2009-2009 
2010-to now 

Ukraine         

United Arab Emirates         

United Republic of Tanzania
 NEW

   
before-2001 

2002-2011 
2012-to now 

before-1994 
1995-1995 
1996-1997 
1998-1999 
2000-2001 
2002-2006 
2007-2011 

2012-to now 

before-2011 
2012-to now  

United States of America     

before-1991 
1992-1996 
1997-2000 
2001-2006 
2007-2012 

2013-to now  

  

United States Virgin Islands         

Uruguay         

Uzbekistan         

Vanuatu         

Venezuela   
before-1997 

1998-1999 
2000-to now 

    

Viet Nam   

before-1991 
1992-1996 
1997-2003 

2004-to now 

before-1998 
1999-1999 
2000-2000 
2001-2001 
2002-2002 
2003-2003 
2004-2004 

2005-to now 

  

Wake Island         

Wallis and Futuna         

West Bank         

Western Sahara         

Yemen   

before-1993 
1994-1999 
2000-2003 

2004-to now 

    

Zambia         

Zimbabwe   
before-1996 
1997-to now 

before-2005, 
2006-2007 

2008-to now 
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LOWER LEVELS 
The table below provides information on the availability of the administrative levels below level 2. The 

superscript “NEW” is used when a lower level has been included in this release. 

TERRITORY NAME LEVEL 

Bangladesh 3 

Belgium 4 

Bolivia 3 

Burkina Faso 3 

Burundi 4 

Cambodia 3 

Cameroon 3 

Canada 3 

Central African Republic 3 

Chile 3 

China 3 

Côte d'Ivoire 4 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 3 

Ecuador 3 

Egypt 3 

Estonia 3 

Ethiopia 3 

Guinea 3 

Haiti 4 

Italy 3 

Jordan  

Kenya 5 

Lebanon 3 

Madagascar 4 

Mali 4 

Mauritania 3 

Morocco 4 

Mozambique 3 

Myanmar 3 

Nepal 3 

Pakistan 3 

Panama 3 

Peru 3 

Philippines 3 

Senegal 3 

Sierra Leone 4 

South Africa 4 

Spain 3 

Taiwan 3 
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Timor-Leste 3 

Uganda 4 

United Republic of Tanzania 3 

United States of America 3 

Yemen 3 

Zimbabwe 3 
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COASTLINE 
GAUL is implementing a systematic review of the coastline, mainly based on the Open Street Map dataset. In 

this version the whole coastline of America has been completed: 

TERRITORY NAME TERRITORY NAME 

Algeria Libya 

American Samoa Madagascar 

Angola Madeira Islands 

Anguilla Malawi 

Antigua and Barbuda Maldives 

Aruba Malta 

Argentina
 NEW

 Marshall Islands 

Ashmore and Cartier Islands Martinique 

Azores Islands Mauritania 

Bahamas Mauritius 

Baker Island Mayotte 

Bangladesh Mexico
 NEW

  

Barbados Micronesia (Federated States of) 

Belize
 NEW

 Midway Island 

Benin Montserrat 

Bird Island Morocco 

Bouvet Island Mozambique 

Brazil
 NEW

 Namibia 

British Indian Ocean Territory Nauru 

British Virgin Islands Navassa Island 

Cameroon Netherlands Antilles 

Canada
 NEW

 New Caledonia 

Cayman Islands Nicaragua
 NEW

  

Chile Nigeria  

Christmas Island Niue 

Clipperton Island Norfolk Island 

Cocos (Keeling) Islands Northern Mariana Islands 

Colombia
 NEW

 Pakistan 

Comoros Palau 

Congo Palmyra Atoll 

Cook Islands Panama
 NEW

  

Costa Rica
 NEW

 Paracel Islands 

Côte d’Ivoire Peru
 NEW

  

Cuba Pitcairn 

Cyprus Puerto Rico 

Democratic Republic of Congo Réunion 

Djibouti Saint Helena 

Dominica Saint Kitts and Nevis 

Dominican Republic Saint Lucia 



What is new in GAUL 2015 

14 
 

Ecuador
 NEW

 Saint Pierre et Miquelon 

Egypt Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

Equatorial Guinea El Salvador
 NEW

  

Eritrea Samoa 

Estonia Sao Tome and Principe 

Europa Island Scarborough Reef  

Falkland Islands (Malvinas) Senegal 

Faroe Islands Senkaku Islands 

French Guiana
 NEW

 Seychelles 

French Polynesia Sierra Leone 

French Southern and Antarctic Territories Solomon Islands 

Gabon Somalia 

Gambia South Africa 

Ghana South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands 

Glorioso Island Spratly Islands 

Grenada Sudan 

Guadeloupe Suriname
 NEW

  

Guam Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands  

Guatemala
 NEW

 Togo 

Guernsey Tokelau 

Guinea Bissau Tonga 

Guinea Trinidad and Tobago 

Guyana
 NEW

 Tromelin Island 

Haiti Tunisia 

Hala'ib triangle Turks and Caicos islands 

Heard Island and McDonald Islands Tuvalu 

Honduras
 NEW

 United Republic of Tanzania 

Howland Island United States of America 

India United States Virgin Islands 

Isle of Man Uruguay
 NEW

  

Jamaica Vanuatu  

Jarvis Island Venezuela
 NEW

  

Jersey Wake Island 

Johnston Atoll Wallis and Futuna 

Juan de Nova Island Western Sahara 

Kenya  

Kiribati  

Kuril islands  

Liberia  

 

The following territories have been updated with a new coastline provided by national sources: 

TERRITORY NAME SOURCE 

Australia Australian Bureau of Statistics 

United Arab Emirates National Bureau of Statistics 
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GAUL DATA PROVIDERS 

COUNTRY ABR. ORGANISM 

Afghanistan AGCHO Afghanistan Geodesy and Cartography Head Office 

Argentina INDEC Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas y Censos 

Australia ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics 

Azerbaijan AZSTAT The State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Bangladesh LGED 
Local Government and Engineering Department of the Government of 

Bangladesh 

Belgium 
GLIMS-
GLIPHA 

Global Livestock Impact Mapping System-Global Livestock Production 
and Health Atlas 

Benin SALB Second Administrative Level Boundaries 

Bhutan MOAF Ministry of Agriculture & Forests 

Bolivia   Ministerio de Desarrollo Sostenible 

Burundi IGEBU Institut Geographique du Burundi 

Cambodia   Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning, and Construction 

Cameroon MINADER Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

Canada  Statistics Canada 

Central African 
Republic 

  
Ministère de l’Économie, du Plan et de la Coopération International 

Bureau central du Recensement 

Chile 
 Rulamahue 

Côte d'Ivoire   Ministère de l’Agriculture 

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 

RGC 
Référentiel Géographique Commun 

Ecuador INEC Instituto Nacional de Estadística y Censos 

Egypt CAPMAS Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics 

El Salvador CNR Centro Nacional de Registros 

Estonia ELB The Estonian Land Board 

Ethiopia CSA Central Statistics Agency and Field survey 

Ghana  
Ghana Statistical Service 

 

Gambia SALB Second Administrative Level Boundaries 

Guatemala REDHUM Red de Información Humaniaria para América Latina y el Caribe 

Guinea OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Guinea-Bissau WFP World Food Programme 

Haiti CNIGS Centre National de l'Information Géo-Spatiale 

Iraq HIC 
HIC/Iraq using Landsat imagery & United States National Imagery 

Mapping Agency (NIMA) source data for modifications 

Italy 
GLIMS-
GLIPHA 

Global Livestock Impact Mapping System-Global Livestock Production 
and Health Atlas 

Jordan OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Kenya KNBS Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 

Kirgyzstan OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Lebanon OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Liberia OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Madagascar BNGRC-OCHA 
National Disaster Management Office-United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

http://www.statsghana.gov.gh/
http://www.ihsi.ht/haiti_en_chiffre.htm
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Malawi  National Statistical Office 

Mali DNCT-IOM 
Direction Nationale Des Collectivities Territoriales - International 

Organization for Migration 

Mauritania 
WFP-SALB-

OCHA Data from WFP with SALB Pcodes created by OCHA. 

Mongolia ALAGaC Agency of Land Affairs, Construction, Geodesy, and Cartography 

Mozambique INE Mozambique National Institute of Statistics 

Nigeria  Office of the Surveyor General of the Nigeria  

Pakistan   United States Census Bureau 

Panama 
GLIMS-
GLIPHA 

Global Livestock Impact Mapping System-Global Livestock Production 
and Health Atlas 

Peru 
GLIMS-
GLIPHA 

Global Livestock Impact Mapping System-Global Livestock Production 
and Health Atlas 

Rwanda   National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda 

Senegal CSE Centre de Suivi Ecologique  

Sierra Leone OCHA 
Government for Districts, Chiefdoms and Sections - OCHA created the 

Country and Provinces boundaries. 

South Africa   Municipal Demarcation Board 

Spain CNIG Centro Nacional de Información Geográfica 

Timor-Leste PDC  Pacific Disaster Center, Global Hazards Information Network. 

Uganda UBOS Uganda Bureau of Statistics 

United Arab Emirates NBS United Arab Emirates National Bureau of Statistics 

United Republic of 
Tanzania 

NBS 
National Bureau Statistics  

United States of 
America 

 
US Census Bureau 

Uruguay INE Instituto Nacional de Estadística 

Yemen OCHA United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
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MORE INFORMATION 
For more information, please contact Fabio Grita (fabio.grita@fao.org), Information Technology – Systems 

Support Officer. 

Visit GAUL online at http://www.fao.org/geonetwork/srv/en/metadata.show?id=12691. 

mailto:fabio.grita@fao.org
http://www.fao.org/geonetwork/srv/en/metadata.show?id=12691

